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D: Today is Thursday, April 17, 2008 @l am here with Armando Rodriguez to begin our third

day of discussions about his life. We left off last time with events surrounding his time at the
Matanzas Seminary but before we go into his graduation from Seminary as well as his first
assignment ahordination. , G OLNH WR WDON D OLWWOH ELW DERXW VR
would like to talk about. One is a missionasythe name of Garfield Evans. Armando, can you

tell us about your relationship with him?

R: Yes. Garfield Evans was a vatice and very active missionary in tHelguin area. He

founded theElenaClinic in Holguin That was very nice situation because it helped the rural
people from the area that were sick. They provided not only medical assistance but also free
medicineand this was very good work. But, more than that, he founded and built about ten more
chapels in the rural area dblguinand he also helped a lot of young people from different rural
areas. He helped to study human beings and in many other ways liighdile was a very

important leader in our church thereGmiente

D: Do you remember the first time you met him and what kind of interaction you had with him?
R: We met him the time | visited my girlfriend kolguin | knew his work, of couss, it was

not only Methodistbut the clinic project was an interdenominational projdtte father of my
futurewife was Pastor Juaquin Barriasd he was the treasurer of the clinic.

D: Was that while you were in seminary or before you decided to gerhinary?

R: No, this was during my time in the seminary.

D: So that was the first time that you met him?

R: Yes.

D: Now, there are some other people that we would like to talk about and your relationship with

them also. | will name them veryiéfly then we can discuss them as we go: John Stroud,
EulaliaCook, Victor Rankin, Sada Fernandeepta Shak, and Francis Gab



R: We spoke a little bit abo@arfield Evans but John Stroud was another very active
missionary. He was a missionaryGhina and when the door was closed there he came to Cuba.

D: That would have been about 1949 right?

R: Yes. He did a great job for the Cuban church. He was the founBscoéla Agricula
Industrialin Preston, Oriente That was very nice and a veggod agricultural school where

there was about forty or fifty young people, men and women, coming from the mountains in
Orienteand many other rural areas, especiall@nentebut also in other provinces. They
studied in a very scientific way how to vkathe land, how to manage a farm, and how to do
everything on the farm. There was a very important professor, Van Hermann, and he was a
specialist on how to graft plants and he did that for all the land owners around the school. He
made a very, very ingytant contribution to the agricultural situationOmiente

D: Were most of the teachers Americans?

R:









D: What was graduation from seminaike? Did you have a graduation ceremony?

R:



SODFH 7KLV ZDV D YHU\ KDUG PRPHQW 7KH UHEHOV WROG
VHUYLFH DQG ZH QHHG WR JR WR Rstdy, MmN, and$@eC WKHQ |\
began towvalk to the Methodist Church iAlcala, waiting for the Batista army to come any

moment and kill us but, thanks be to God, when this big army, the Chief was Sosa Blanco, a

person with a bad reputation because hedc#léot of innocent people @rientg he took the

way to Mayariand not the way tBanesandAntilla



people. Maybe, since | had the experience during the time | was a mentieOsthodox

Party, God was preparing me at that time for the beginning of this time. But, of course, itis a
very, very difficult situation. For example, not all of the people understood us. There was a very
difficult occasion in my life when | was weclose to death. For example, at that time there was

no normal communication between these places and the ¢itylgfiinwhere my fathein-law

lived and there was not much food in my towmeeded to go tblolguinto buy food for my

wife and daughteasind on one occasipthe bad people from the Batista militaryHiolguinwent

to my fathesin-ODZfV KRXVH ORRNLQJ IRU PH EHFDXVH WKH\ NQHZ \
guerillas. Then, on that occasion, this visit was made for one special soldtbethabple
calledMano NegraBlack Hand. Because the people said that when they had a person in jail he
put his hand, with one black glove, and he strangled the person and this person was looking for
me. Thanks be to God | was not theftavas surprisg by that and | never went olguin

| had another very hard experience during the moment when my-fatlaay was moving from

one house to another houseHolguinand | went tdHolguinwith my jeep to help him move.

Then | made a different trip froone house to the other house but it was necessary for me to go
through one street where the chief of police for Batista was living. | made two or three trips
without problems. The guards for the chief of police were there but there was not a problem.
But, on one other trip, | suppose that the leader of the Batista police was there and the guards
thought that | would kill him and they stopped me with guns in there hands. | was very nervous
and they asked me questions and looked in my jeep.

D: Do you hink they knew who you were? Did they have any idea who you were?
R: No.
D: They just recognized your jeep?

R: Yes, they saw the same person passing back and forth many times down the street and when
WKH\ VDZ WKDW , ZDV D JRW@i, whl tav go@VeWH hot kil p@ G PH 3

D: That brings me to another question to follow up from your incident. Do you think the Batista
people knew you or that you were part of the Orthodox Party and that you were likely to be a
collaborator with thguerillas or sympathetic with the guerillas? Would they have knowut abo
your activity with Chibbas?

R: Maybe they had some information about my life but, of course, | was only in my pastoral

duty and the problem was thkgew that there were some Metligt members of my church that

were guerillas. Why? Because,Tiacajothe difficult situation was there was not any food in

any store. Then, some mother with little children came to our home asking us if we could give

them some foodout we had littlood at that time for my wife, my first child, and myself, and |
SUD\HG WR *RG 32K *RG ZKDW FDQ ZH GR LQ WKLV VLWXDWLF
adventure. | met another person in the community, he was not Methedsts a friend, but he

hada truck and | spoke with him and asked him to go with me to visit the land owners of the area
because there were many agricultural products that they could not sell because there was not any
communication at that time. And then, he and | went to evedydamer and explained to them



that they cannot sell their product and that the people in the area were hungry and we asked them
to give us their product, the agricultural product, and we would distribute it in the church. That

way the people would not do take their products by themselves. This was a very, very great
experience.

D: Were the big land owners cooperative?
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R: Of course, almost all the people made contributiomistiaay also received some provisions
that they needed. We had pretty good cooperation from everyone.

D: Now were youat these two different churches simultaneouslgreg and then another?
R: Simultaneously. We had the main service at different toneSunday and during the week.
D: Can you name those two congregations again?

R: The first one waBaguang the biggest congregation, and the other Wasajqg where | was
living. The idea was that the two American missionaries livaghiguanoandl lived in Tacaja

D: I see. So you were at both places at least one time a week probably?
R: Yes.
D: Ok, how many people were in each or both congregations would you say?

R: Well, | had these two congregations and three other missions and wehathan four
hundred people in the services every week and in the Sunday school.

D: So four hundred iTécajd?

R: All together. Then | had another experience and | admire my wife a lot because she paid a
big price in the ministry. For example, &ner day | was visiting the land owners asking for

food and, at that time, avioneta a little plane, came from the Batista army with guins

needed to leave my jeep agalto the foresbr they would have killed me because thkegw

that, in that area that community, there were not modern cars. My jeep was ruined because
they thought it was a guerilla car. The other very great, great experience wastdarduary

1959. At this moment we knew that Batista and his militaryHaftana But, al® at that

moment, the guerilla attacked tBaguano
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forBaguano % XW KDOIZD\ WKHUH , VDZ RQH WUXFN FRPLQJ IURP
KHUH LV D EDG VLWXDWLRQ "~ EHFDXVH ZtHmé. LBatQiaxbeK DY H D Q\
two hundred meters before we encountered, the truck took another way because the highway was
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guerillas for many yeysE XW , QHHG WR FRQIHVV WR \RX WKDW , KDYH LC
$QG KH DVNHG PH 330 HddwhkhitB, goortXfDUH GUHVV
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FKXUFK DQG , WROG WKHP 3,ZKIDOAD KIRVDKIRXISHR KB UH KR W H H



