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D: Do youthink he was allowed to come to Cuba because he thought in that way? Maybe
he was acceptable to the Germans and the Cubans and maybe he was trying to influence
you in that way?

R: I am sure, personally that the Cuban governmenteptann, only to him he Cuban

visa, because they thought that in that way they will convince us to be more open to the
Revolution and the atheistic matter. But, of course, we must understand the difference
between Cuba and East Germany. In East Germany and also in the otherrst

countries in Europe, the communist or socialistic government had more respect for them
and so, because they belonged to a more organized society. They had more rights. In
Cuba, the protestant church in that time, had only less than 100 yearsaybelthrey

thought that if Cuba was a Catholic country nominally, and the protestant etasch

very new, they can make a better job ideologically in Cuba than in these countries. But of
course, | am sure that they, our Cuban governntiemiight that the ituence of Dr. Karl
Ornundwith us wouldturn our church in a more open situation before the Revolution.

More than that, the problem that the Methodist Church in Cuba lost missionaries, all the

schools, the college, the clinic the social work, many oihational pastors left the

country,many of the layme and members of the church left the country and others were

close to the Revolutionary movement, more than the ideological battle that they had

against God and the church and so. We hada lstrsoDO EDWWOHY DOVR 7KH\« \
workedto influence all the leaders and specially myself as the new Bishop of the church.

For examplemy wife shared with me the situation that many times, somebody called her

by telephone to our house and said to her tharlhbsband, | was in trouble, that | was

LQ YHU\ GLITHUHQW GLIILFXOWLHYV DQG :KH PXVW EH DZDU
they liked to put fear in her and to make some personal problem with me. And even

personally, in one occasion, when | washie parsonage of the Marianao church in









work to do. Of course, we were not prepared.didenot learnhow to become an

DXWRQRPRXV FKXUFK , GLGQTW OHDUQ K&anddBo,BHFRPH D |
course, as our Bishop was the Florida Bishop efuhited Methodist Church, we d@ § W

have one offte for the Bishop in Cuba. We d@ifW KDYH RQH KRPH RU KRXVH IR



Methodist, theemnanthat were faithful to God and church, we had a wonderful time.
We were very happy and we enjoyed the life and the work of the church. One of the first
stes «

D: Can | ask yosomething?
R: Yes sure.

D:In1968,ZKHQ \RX ZHUH EHJLQQLQJ D QHZ« LVZ2YWKoUH DQ\ ZD'
LWV KDUG WR GHVFULE H bdany Ky tQIaywh&, Wht kiIiO G WKHUH
people, what kind of persomjould have been in the Methoddturch? Would it have

been wealthy peoplé®ould it have been poor peoplé”uld they have been highly

educated? Would they have been very minimally educated? Would there be any way to

estimate the kind of people that were attracted to the MethodistiCasitoyal, as loyal

members?

R: Yeah.This is a good question, brothér.my opinion, all the wealthy people left the
country.

D: That were in the church before?
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to participate, but in that time, it was very, very htardbtainpermission from the

government for a Bishop or leader of the church to go and participate in that gathering.

Then there was about three days before the eskedalibeginning of this gathering in

6DQWLDJR GH &KLOH DQG , GLGQYW UHFHLYH WKH SHUPLVYV
goverment. And they used this systetlK H\ GLGOQR/ ¥@XotJR™ EXW WKH\
ddQTW JUDQW \RX WKH S H Udefoié Yhe BeQinnihg of Gis §etAdrinGg D\ V

the ambassador from Switzerland that was in my consecration and maintained a pretty

JRRG UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK XV DQG «

D: He was very friendly with you?

R: He was very friendly with us and then, in that occasioanlsay that we, the leaders
of the different churges, we were special gueststad National celebration of each
important country in the world. For example, treglishAmbassador invitgus to their
special day of celebration and so, and the same atlSwitzerland embassy, the
Canadian mbassy, and also after the 19%@hen Carter was the president

D: Jimmy Carter?
R: Jimmy Carter
D: President Carter

R: Jimmy Carter was the president in the United States and he started the interest section
of theAmerican government in Havana, they invited us also to tiogisulate.

D: Not areal embassy but a, some sort of location.

R: Yeah, the Ararican Consulate that wadunder the Switzerland embassy in Cuba.

But the Switerland embassy in Cuba was alsax lalso the representation of the Chile

government, and then two days before the gathering in Chile was started, the ambassador
FDOOHG PH DQG WrReivedméte iiie\CKiRR&h consulate your fasshe

trip to the South American gatherirtiete, DQG , WROG KLP 3ZHOO , WKDQN \F
news, Mr. Ambassador, but | mustityou that Cuban government Q] W etlth® thew
permiVVLRQ ~ $QG Kithatsb'L G VWKL GLNHYV |, GLEQPWIUHFHLYH WK
GLGQYW UHFHL Yeithgv KK GG KMWRIBD LRAQ OO VHH ZKbdW , FDQ GR
WKHQ VRPH KRXUV DIWHU WKDW WZR GD\V EHIRUH WKH PF
spoke with Dr. Carneado in the office for religious affairs in the Central Comruoftthe

Party, and Wish youthe besWULS ~ $QG , VDLG 3 RK WKDQN \RX \RX DI
GLGQYW UHFHLYH WKH SHUPLVVLRQ IURP WKH JRYHUQPHQV
very early in the morning, Dr. Carneado called to my home. But | was on the way to the

office. My wife told him that, and themhen | arrived to my officd, received a call from

Dr. Carneado, very kind and so, andWeR O G PH 3% L oRght aladt yolrY H

permission to this gathering, and we, the government, we are interested in your

paticipation. Then, go to that, and that office, and you will have the permission already

for you.” This was one day before. Immediately, when he saidekatythingwas ok in
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every place. | had my passport, | had my permission and so, bugamlgetto Santiago
de Chile”Because in that time, Cuba hawly three times in a week bght from Mexico
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people. We had not difference between the Bishop and the pastors, we had no difference
between the pastors and the members of the church, and that was very, very happy
reality, becauseve were one, we were together, we had the same thing in our reality, in
our experienceAnd for that reason | think that the Methodikurch in Cuba in that time

grew up a lot, because we are together with all the Cuban people, and then now, after the
50\HDUV RI 5SHYROXWLRQ ZKHQ WKH\ DUH VHHLQJ WKDW WK
come, and they saw how we, the Methaligte Christiag, we lived and we are together

and we are happy and so, this is a great challenge for the Cuban people. And for that
reason, evewe are having in this timspme officias, retired officiak of the Army,

colonel, major, and so, that have been convertedirthurch. We have had many youth
communist membeaithat have been converted to the chule. have manymany

people that were



