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JD: What year were you born?    
 
TR: I was born in Conneaut, Ohio in 1942.   My first 21 years were 

spent in Ashtabula County, the most northeast county in 
Ohio bordering on Lake Erie and Pennsylvania.  

 
JD: Where did you live when you were a child?  
 
TR: I lived in Austinburg, Ohio with parents and grandparents 

through 3rd grade then moved to Jefferson, 6 miles away.  
 
JD:  What are your first memories as a child?   
 
TR: I remember living on a small farm.  There were draft horses, a 

couple of cows, pigs, and a good size garden with corn, 
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JD: Who did you look up to most as a child? 
 
TR: My parents and grandparents.  Roy Rogers and Captain Video 

were my TV heroes. 
 
JD: Can you tell me about your mother’s family?   
 
TR: The family was 5 daughters and 1 son.  Four had long 

marriages and two had multiple marriages.  I had 17 cousins 
on Mom’s side.  We still have cousin's gatherings 2-3 times a 
 year.  

 
JD: Can you tell about your father’s family?   
 
TR: My Dad had 3 brothers - a plumber, a railroad engineer and a 

a telephone company employee.  Three brothers had one 
spouse and one had 3.  The latter was in the thick of WW 

  II, being wounded twice. Alcohol flowed freely at Reuschling 
gatherings.  One brother was a functioning alcoholic and one 
was a recovering alcoholic the last 50 years of his life.  I have 
11 cousins on my Father's side but am not as close to them 
as to cousins on Mother's side.   

 
JD
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TR: I am still in close contact with Jim White who was in K-12 
education and Ron Naso who became an administrator and 
was Superintendent of the year in Oregon several years ago.  
My longest friendship is with Dave Close from Austinburg.  I 
spent a lot of time with him and his family through our teen 
years.  We still make a point to see each other every year. 

 
JD: What are some of your best childhood memories during that 

time?   
 
TR: My warmest childhood memories were of family gatherings 

(often on Lake Erie beaches) and athletics.  Little League was 
initiated in Jefferson when I was 10.  We won 59 straight 
games until I dropped an infield fly. I was on every all-star 
team in little league and Pony league.  Our little League 
coach, Elmer Lehotski, went to work for Little League 
International and retired as an Executive VP.  We stayed in 
close touch until his death 4 years ago.   

 
I was active in sports in High School with letters in Track, 
Football and Basketball.  There was no high school baseball. 

 
Perhaps my best lea
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TR: Spinning a car around at 80 miles per hour without killing 
anyone including me and my passenger.  I also started a 
house fire in a house I was painting by burning an active 
 wasp nest under the eaves. 

 
JD: How many brothers and sisters did you have?  I have a 

younger brother and sister who still live in Jefferson, Ohio.  
My sister is a nurse and my brother was a builder and real  
estate broker. 

 
TR: What role did the church play in your life?  I went to Sunday 

School in Austinburg and Jefferson.  I had some good role 
models and got a good Baptist foundation, I have continually 
reshaped my theology over the years as I left the Baptists 
and was active as a Presbyterian and Methodist. 

 
JD
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 JD: Did you know from the very beginning that you would go to 

college? 
 
 TR: Thanks to my parents, I always planned to go to college.  I 

think I was the first cousin on either side of the family to 
finish college but many younger than me got college  
degrees including my sister and brother. 

 
JD: Where did you go to college?   
 
TR: Hiram College, a small liberal arts college in Northeast Ohio. 
 
JD:  What did you major in?   
 
TR: I started in Psychology but finished in Economics. 
 
JD: What were some of highlights of your undergraduate college 

career?   
 
TR: I maintained a solid academic record—missing graduating 

with honors by .02 point.  I had a 4.00 senior year.  Much of 
my time was spent playing two sports—baseball and 
football.  We did not win many football games but I stayed 
at it for all four years.  As evidence of the talent level, I 
played every minute as a freshman, going both ways as an 
offensive and defensive end.  I was seventeen.  We got a 
new coach my junior year.  Football became fun and we won 
5 of eight games.  It taught me “leadership matters” and 
perseverance sometimes pays off. 

 
 Baseball was a different experience.  We had four winning 

seasons, won the conference.   We played in Division III 



7 
 

regional tournaments two years.  I received a “most valuable 
designation” from Hiram and was named first team all 
conference.  I was inducted into the Hiram College Sports 
Hall of Fame in 1980.  I am still in touch with my college  
coach. 

 
JD: When did you consider going to graduate school?  
 
TR: When I was a Psychology major, I presumed I would go to grad 

school.  As an Economics major thought I would get a job 
and support my family.  In the second semester of my senior 
year, I decided to seek an MBA.  Most of my peers in 
Economics took entry level jobs.  I do not recall what 
prompted my change of heart but at least two of my 
 professor/mentors were supportive as I considered 
graduate school.  

  
JD: What was your graduate program like?   
 
TR: I did well in the program but was not a star.  I developed an 

interest in Marketing and Social responsibility of Business.  
My first Harvard Case Course was about social issues in 
business taught by a man who became a lifelong friend and 
mentor.  I worked for him (graduate Assistant) my second 
year in the office of Management development.  He and the 
Professor who taught the capstone course were 
instrumental in encouraging me to consider a doctoral 
program. 

 
I was guided to the University of Colorado program by a 
Kent professor who had been on the faculty there.  It was a 
solid program with good access to faculty.  I taught my first 
college course there—Social Responsibility of Business 
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disguised as Business Law.  My dissertation was “The Use of 
Black Salesmen in All White Neighborhoods”.  While at 
Colorado, I began to have an interest in social issues and 
race.  At least one professor tried to dissuade me from this 
topic.  I got the Jewel T Company to let me use their route 
sales people and customers to gather my data. In a nutshell, 
I concluded that most white customers would accept a Black 
sale rep as long as he was professional. Brand loyalty and 
product quality trump race in economic transactions. 

 
JD: When did you decide to get married?   
 
TR: Dotty and I were high school sweethearts in Jefferson, Ohio 

and got married after my sophomore year. 
 
JD: What was your first job after college?    
 
TR
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TR: I was there from Fall 1969 to spring 1973.  I received one of 

three university wide Outstanding Teacher Awards in 1972—
probably the youngest and shortest tenured person to ever 
receive one.  I received $1000 as part of the award—a big 
sum for a young and struggling family. 

 
JD: Can you reflect on the Kent State Killings?   
 
TR: Kent was a small town and the university was steeped in 

conservative Mid-West values. It was the last place that that 
violent protests and killings were expected. 

 
          The National Guard Troops were not trained to deal with 

protests. The Governor was running for office and took a 
tough enforcement position.  We finished the academic 
quarter by mail.  

 
  I went from Kent to the University of Northern Iowa in 

1973.   It had been a teachers college and was transitioning 
to a regional university.  I was Head of the Business 
Department a
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TR: This was the toughest 6 professional years of my life.  The 
school was small, underfunded and challenged to attract 
students.  I was not a great fit because I was more conservative 
than the faculty, many of whom had been there since the schools 
inception in the 60's.  I was not a true humanities/social science 
type.  It's mission included serving 50 to 60 physically disabled 
students in wheel chairs, twenty quadriplegics were housed in a 
clinical setting.  This was a wonderful mission but very expensive. 
  
The school was a great, if painful learning experience.  It had 
some wonderful colleagues and a supportive board.  We 
improved the finances and had a successful $12,000,000 
campaign. I left St. Andrews because I felt I had done all I could.  
My health and the well- being of the school were at stake.   
 
JD: Reflect on the process by which you came to Florida Southern 
College.   
 
TR: I was in the market and had visited several schools for both 
president and dean positions.  FSC was not on my short list so I 
was surprised when I got a call from Dr. Wade asking me to come 
to FSC.  Since there had been no prior communication with FSC, I 
presumed it would be a preliminary interview but Dr. Wade said I 
was invited to campus as a finalist.  As best I could tell, all the 
finalists were on campus at the same time.  I saw one of my 
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TR: We informed all constituencies and got them to accept new 
directions and priorities.   We had a record setting in- coming 
class.  We made some progress in minority recruiting and hiring.  
We strengthened the board.  We addressed deferred 
maintenance—replaced nearly all roofs and improved living 
conditions for students and working conditions for faculty and 
staff.  We hired an admission director, provost and finance officer 
in the first two years.  Nancy Aumann was the first woman VP and 
the first of three women VP's during my tenure. 

 
In subsequent years we added two housing complexes and a 
Wellness Center.  We put additions on Branscomb, staff financial 
offices and the sports complex.  Most other buildings were 
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sports.  I had telephone calls from a board member in Europe, 
local fans came to my office, players gave me a late night visit at 
my home, my wife was verbally assaulted at a game and the star 
player left school. 

 
Another difficult issue was the election of a board chair to replace 
Terrell Sessums.  The nominee supported by the executive 
committee was voted down, and an interim was elected for my 
last year.  This was a surprise to me even though I knew the 
candidate had some detractors.  Sarah McKay served as president 
in my last year.  We worked well together. 
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