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In 1945, George Swanson Starling was in fear for his life
after hearing of his boss’ plan to lynch him. As a result,
he fled to Harlem, leaving behind his life of picking citrus
fruit in a Florida grove. In doing so, Starling joined the
estimated six million African Americans who left the
South to seek out new opportunities in the country’s
northern cities. This phenomenon became known as the
Great Migration. Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist Isabel
Wilkerson highlights Starling’s story, as well as many
others, in her acclaimed book, The Warmth of Other Suns:
the Epic Story of America’s Great Migration (2010).

Isabel Wilkerson became the first African American
woman to win a Pulitzer Prize in journalism when she
was awarded the 1994 Pulitzer for feature writing. A
celebrated journalist and former Chicago Bureau Chief of
The New York Times, Wilkerson has lectured in Canada
and Denmark and at Harvard, Emory, Princeton, and
Northwestern Universities.




