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Biographical Sketch 
Richard Fred Lewis (born December 14, 1947) was appointed to the Supreme Court of Florida 
on December 7, 1998. From 2006-2008, he served as Chief Justice, and then again as Justice 
until his retirement in 2019. Notable during his tenure was the Florida Supreme Court’s 
involvement in the 2000 presidential election.  

While serving as Chief Justice, Lewis founded Justice Teaching, an organization that has over 
4,000 volunteer lawyers and judges placed with and active in all Florida public schools. The 
organization’s goal is to enhance civic and law-related education through active programs in all 
levels of Florida schools. 

Lewis was born in Beckley, West Virginia and graduated in 1969 from Florida Southern 
College. He then attended the University of Miami School of Law, where he graduated third in 
his class, cum laude, in 1972. Justice R. Fred Lewis is a veteran of the United States Army, 
and practiced law in Miami until his appointment to the Florida Supreme Court. After retirement 
from the Supreme Court Lewis moved to Lakeland and now serves as the Eminent Professor 
of Law and Letters at Florida Southern College. He is the founder of Justice Teaching which is 
also now at Florida Southern and relocated to the Justice Teaching Center for Civic Learning. 

 https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/News-Media/Court-News/Farewell-Justice-Lewis-article  
 
Scope & Content Note 
The Justice R. Fred Lewis Florida Supreme Court Papers highlight his career on the Florida 
Supreme Court from 1998 to 2018 when he retired. The collection consists of the following 
series arranged chronologically and then alphabetically: 2000 Election, 2004 Election, Case 
Logs, Committees, Correspondence, Financial, Florida Court Education Council, Opinions, and 
Personal Artefacts. The latter category includes awards Justice Lewis received.  
 
Correspondence and court documents provide an insight into the day-to-day operations of a 
state supreme court. Of special interest are the files, newspapers articles, and correspondence 
surrounding the 2000 presidential election, ballot recounts, Florida Supreme Court Rulings, 
and the U.S. Supreme Court ruling. Additional documents highlight Justice Lewis’s activities 
with the Justice Teaching Institute, the Florida Board of Bar Examiners, several professional 
organizations, and his dedication to making court access equitable for people with disabilities. 
 
Note to the Researcher 
Correspondence was separated and arranged as “official” and “personal,” with an error 
towards professional as the subject was a public figure.  
 
Restrictions 
There are no restrictions on this collection. It is available for research. 
 
Permission to publish 
Permission to publish material from the Papers must be obtained from the Sarah D. and L. Kirk 
McKay, Jr. Archives or the appropriate copyright holder. Please inquire if you have questions. 
 
Provenance Statement  
This collection was donated to the Sarah D. and L. Kirk McKay, Jr. Archives by Justice Lewis 
in 2019.               

https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/News-Media/Court-News/Farewell-Justice-Lewis-article
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result” 
44 4   Tuesday, November 28, 2000, “Gore asks for patience in 

challenge” 
44 5   Wednesday, November 29, 2000, “Gore fights for recounts in 5 

courts” 
44 6   Friday, December 8, 2000, “Courts could rule today” 
44   The Gainesville Sun, Gainesville, Florida                                                       
44 7   Wednesday, November 22, 2000, “Judges allow recounts” 
44 8   Thursday, November 23, 2000, “Miami end counting” 
44 9   Friday, November 24, 2000, “Gore says he won’t concede” 
44 10   Tuesday, November 28, 2000, “Gore defends actions” 
44 11   Wednesday, November 29, 2000, “Gore urges haste” 
44 12   Friday, December 8, 2000, “Courts prepare to rule”  
44   
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state hand counts” 
46 3   
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9 5-8   1999 (3) 
9 9-10   2000 (2) 
10 3-5   2001 (3) 
10 6-7   2002 (2) 
10 8-9   2003 (2) 
10 10-11   2004 (2) 
10 12   2005  
11 1   2005  
11 2   June, 2006 
11 3-4   July, 2006 (2) 
11 5-6   August, 2006 (2) 
11 7-9   September, 2006 (3) 
11 10   October, 2006 (1) 
12 1-4   October, 2006 (4) 
12 5-7   November, 2006 (3) 
12 8-9   December, 2006 
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33 1    June, 2006 
33 2    July, 2006 
33 3    August, 2006 
33 4    September, 2006 
33 5    October, 2006 
33 6    November, 2006 
33 7    December, 2006 
33 8    January, 2007 
33 9    February, 2007 
33 10    June, 2007 
34 1-2    July, 2007 (2) 
34 3    August, 2007 
34 4    September, 2007 
34 5    October, 2007 
34 6    November, 2007 
34 7    December, 2007 
34 8    January, 2008 
34 9    February, 2008 
34 10    March, 2008 





Box       Folder         File Name                                                                                           Justice Fred Lewis     12 

41 3    April, 2016 
41 4    June, 2016 
41 5    September, 2016 
41 6    November, 2016 
41 7    December, 2016 
41 8    January, 2017 (A) 
42 1 
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   “In Recognition and Appreciation of Your Outstanding Leadership and 
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2007 
49 10  “Pursuit of Justice Award” given by American Bar Association, 

October 4, 2007 
48 5  “Resolution in Re The Honorable R. Fred Justice Lewis” given by 

Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology, Inc., 
November 5, 2007 

53 5  “Certificate of Appreciation” given by Judges of the 11th Judicial 
Circuit of Miami-Dade County, Florida, June 30, 2008 

48 3  “Distinguished Service Award” given by Florida Law Related 
Education Association, Inc., May 3, 2008 

49 6  “In Appreciation for Your Dedication to Public Service and the 
Citizens of the State of Florida” given by Miami-Dade Justice 
Association, 2008 

51 4  “Gracias Award” given by Broward County Hispanic Bar, June 7, 2008 
52 2  “2007-2008 Joe Oldmixon Award” given by CIL Disability Resource 

Center, 2008 
53 6  “In Recognition 
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50 1  “In Appreciation for Being Our Featured Speaker” given by Weston 
Bar Association, January 30, 2015 

50 8  “Justice Louis Brandeis Award” given by Dade County Bar 
Association, December 7, 2016  

48 8  “The Manny Crespo Award” given by Miami Dade Trial Lawyers 
Association, February 27, 2016 

50 4  “In Recognition of Your Professionalism, Integrity, and Dedication to 
the Rule of Law as a Florida Supreme Court Justice” given by 


